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Hospital employees win settlement in overtime lawsuit

About 700 employees of Marian Community Hospital will
received between $50 and $5,300 after a settlement was
reached in a class-action lawsuit regarding working hours
and overtime pay.

The lawsuit, filed in June 2008 in Philadelphia, involved
employees at the Carbondale hospital's parent company,
Maxis Health Systems, and about 2,500 employees at
Philadelphia's Mercy Health Systems.

About $400,000 of the $2.75 million settlement will be paid by Maxis, according to attorney
Peter Winebrake, whose Philadelphia firm filed the lawsuit alongside Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett
& Bendesky PC in Philadelphia and Kolman Ely PC in Montgomery County.

Maria Diehl, spokeswoman for Marian Community Hospital, declined to comment on the
lawsuit or the settlement Wednesday.

Employees involved in the lawsuit claimed that the two health systems denied workers overtime
because they used a 14-day, 80-hour pay period, which is a violation of the states Minimum
Wage Act.

The lawsuit argued that employees were entitled to overtime pay any time they worked more
than 40 hours in a seven-day period.

"This settlement represents a significant achievement for health care employees throughout
Pennsylvania," Mr. Winebrake wrote in an email.

"As this case demonstrates, Pennsylvania hospitals are not exempt from the requirement that
overtime pay be calculated based on a seven-day workweek."

The amount each Maxis employee will receive will vary based on individual circumstances, Mr.
Winebrake said.

The average award is about $489, he added.

Mr. Winebrake said the settlement also might impact a similar lawsuit he and attorneys at
Dougherty, Leventhal and Price in Moosic filed against Wilkes-Barre General Hospital earlier
this year.

Contact the writer: enissley@timesshamrock.com
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